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INTRODUCTION1

I know of no subject about which there is more misunderstanding
or false doctrine being taught, in and out of the church, than the nature
and work of the Holy Spirit. This chapter, dealing with "The Law of the
Spirit and the Spirit of Grace,” will: 1) Investigate what the Bible
teaches on the law of the Spirit and the Spirit of grace, 2) Give a brief
consideration of the Calvinistic doctrine which teaches law and grace
are mutually exclusive, and 3) Conclude showing the Biblical unity of
the law of the Spirit and the Spirit of grace.

THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT
The initial text for this study is Romans 8:1-4. There Paul wrote:

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

In the phrase, "the law of the Spirit,” "the Spirit" refers to the Holy
Spirit. About the word “law,” Smith explains:

The word is properly used, in Scripture as elsewhere, to express a
definite commandment laid down by any recognized authority; but
when the word is used with the article, and without any words of
limitation, it refers to the expressed will of God, and in nine cases out



Jack Stewart 383

of ten to the Mosaic law, or to the Pentateuch of which it forms the
chief portion. The Hebrew word torah (law) lays more stress on its
moral authority, as teaching the truth and guiding in the right way; the
Greek nomos (law), on its constraining power as imposed and enforced
by a recognized authority. The sense of the word, however, extends its
scope and assumes a more abstract character in the writings of St. Paul.
Nomos, when used by him with the article, still refers in general to the
law of Moses; but when used without the article, so as to embrace any
manifestation of "law," it includes all powers which act on the will of
man by compulsion, or by the pressure of external motives, whether
their commands be or be not expressed in definite forms.2

There are three applications of the word “law” in our text—"the
law of the Spirit,” "the law of sin and death,” and "the law.” "[T]he law
of sin and death" is that law which dwells in the "members" of the
fleshly man and is warring against the law of God in our minds (Rom.
7:22-23). It is the law which we serve with the flesh (Rom. 7:25), and
has death for its wages (Rom. 6:23).

"The law" is the law given through Moses identified in our text as
that which "could not" make "me free from the law of sin and death ...
in that it was weak through the flesh.” Agreeing, focusing upon the fact
that the animal sacrifices commanded in the law of Moses did not take
away sin, the writer of Hebrews declared: "But in those sacrifices there
is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins" (Heb. 10:3-
4). "[T]he law of the Spirit,” in contrast to "the law" of Moses, "hath
made me free from the law of sin and death.” It is no accident that Paul
used the word "free" in Romans 8:2.

Jesus said: "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free" (Jn. 8:32). The Jews who heard Him say that did not
comprehend His meaning. They thought He was talking about being
slaves to other men. Explaining to them that He meant freedom from
sin, He said: "Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin" (Jn.
8:34). Since it is "the truth" that makes us free from servitude to sin,
and since it is "the law of the Spirit" that makes us free from "the law
of sin and death,” then "the law of the Spirit" must be understood to be
"the truth.” To the Father, Jesus prayed: "Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth" (Jn. 17:17).

“[I]n these last days spoken unto us by his Son” (Heb. 1:1-2).
Christ’s authority over that of the law of Moses and the writings of the
Old Testament prophets was demonstrated to Peter, James and John at
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the “Mount of Transfiguration.” Providing an account of this happen-
ing, Matthew recorded:

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his
brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And
was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun,
and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there
appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then
answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be
here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice
out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased; hear ye him (Mt. 17:1-5).

Today, all men must "hear" Jesus because it is through Him that God
has spoken His Word (i.e., "the truth,” "the law of the Spirit"), which
is able to make them free from sin.

Writing to those "in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints"
(Rom. 1:7), Paul said:

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye
were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free
from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:16-
18).

Formerly, the recipients of the Romans epistle had been "the servants
of sin,” serving the "law of sin and death." However, they had been
"made free from sin" when they "obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered” to them.

Writing to the church at Corinth, Paul revealed what he meant by
the expression “doctrine.” He told the Corinthians: “I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:3-4).
Clearly, the “doctrine” Paul had in mind was the Gospel of Christ’s
death, burial, and resurrection. Since neither the Romans, the Corinthi-
ans nor anyone else can possibly obey the literal death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ, a form of that doctrine must be obeyed. That is
exactly what Paul said the Romans had done. They had obeyed a form
of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection when they were baptized into
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Christ. Reminding the Roman Christians that those who are "dead to
sin ... walk in newness of life,” Paul stressed:

How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection (Rom. 6:2-5, emphasis added).

Thus, the Bible makes it obvious that the expressions "the law of the
Spirit,” "the truth,” God's "word,” and the gospel are references to one
and the same thing. That is why, when the Romans heard, believed and
obeyed the Gospel, they were made "free from sin" (v. 18).

Inspiration is justified in calling the Gospel of Christ "the law of
the Spirit" because in it the Holy Spirit has revealed distinct and
definitive commandments which one must obey in order to be “made
free from sin.” As noted earlier, the very definition of law indicates
commandments proceeding from a source of authority. Scriptures
abound showing that one must obey the Word of God (2 Thess. 3:14;
Jn. 12:48), the Gospel (Rom. 10:16; 2 Thess. 1:8; 1 Pet. 4:17), the
Truth (Rom. 2:8; Gal. 3:1; 5:7; 1 Pet. 1:22). Thus, any of those inter-
changeable terms may be used in reference to “the law of the Spirit.”

Christ’s blood is the cleansing agent for the souls of men (1 Jn. 1:7;
Rev. 1:5). In order for one’s soul to be cleansed he must contact the
blood of Christ. The record of Saul’s conversion (Acts 9 and Acts 22)
shows that one’s sins are not washed away when he hears and believes
the Gospel, or when he repents of his sins, or when he confesses Christ,
or when he fasts and prays. Saul had done all of those things, but he
was still lost in his sins. Three days after Saul had first believed,
repented, and confessed—and after Saul had been praying and fasting
for three days—Ananias came to Saul and said: "And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). This shows that baptism is the means
by which God planned for man to contact the blood of Jesus. Saul's sins
were not forgiven until three days after he had believed and determined
to follow the Lord. He did not contact the blood by hearing, believing,
repenting nor even confessing Jesus as his Lord. If he had, he would
not have any sins to be washed away when Ananias came to him. Saul
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was "made free from sin" when he "obeyed from the heart" "the law of
the Spirit.” Saul was subject to “the law of the Spirit” and so are we.
The Spirit has given us laws, commandments to be obeyed, with which
we must comply in order to be forgiven of our sins.

In the same verse that speaks of the cleansing power found only in
Jesus' blood, the "law of the Spirit" tells us that there are command-
ments to be obeyed in order to maintain our relationship with God and
His Son Jesus. 1 John 1:3 says: "That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ."
Then, John says that in order for us to continue in "fellowship one with
another" we must "walk in the light” (v. 7).

John wrote: "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son" (2 Jn. 9). A comparison
between 1 John 1:3 and 2 John 9 shows that walking "in the light" is
the same thing as abiding "in the doctrine of Christ." When one does
either, he has fellowship with the Father and the Son. Jesus told the
Jews: "If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (Jn. 8:31-
32). In order for one to be Jesus' disciple and be made free from sin, he
must continue in His word, the truth, which is "the law of the Spirit.”
These matters extend into every aspect of life. "[T]he law of the Spirit":

1. Commands us how to live godly lives (2 Pet. 1:3).
2. Furnishes us with "all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16).
3. Instructs us regarding our relationships with family (Eph.

5:22-6:4), neighbors (Jas. 2:8-9), government (Rom. 13:1-
7), and at work (Eph. 6:5-9).

4. Teaches us how to serve God acceptably by putting Him
first in everything (Mt. 6:33; 22:37-40), and worshipping
Him "in spirit and in truth" (Jn. 4:24).

By "the law of the Spirit” we can know we have been "made free
from sin" (Rom. 6:17-18), and we can maintain our loving relationship
with the Father and His Son as we "walk in the light" (1 Jn. 1:7) and
abide "in the doctrine of Christ" (2 Jn. 9). Our confidence in our
salvation is not established on the feelings of our own heart, which can
deceive us (Jer. 17:9). Instead, our confidence rests in "the law of the
Spirit,” "the truth,” God's "word.”
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THE SPIRIT OF GRACE
The phrase, "the Spirit of grace," is found in Hebrews 10:28-29.

Those two verses state:
He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or
three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son
of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto
the Spirit of grace?

As in our previous text, “the Spirit” in this passage is the Holy
Spirit. The meaning of the word "grace" is very important to our study
because grace is so misrepresented and misunderstood in the religious
world today. The word “grace,” Greek charis, is defined as:

A term employed by the Biblical writers with a considerable
variety of meaning: (1) Properly speaking, that which affords
joy, pleasure, delight, charm, sweetness, loveliness; (2) Good
will, loving-kindness, mercy, etc; (3) the kindness of a master
toward a slave. Thus by analogy, it has come to signify the
kindness of God to man (Lk. 1:30) ... In addition the word
"grace” is frequently used to express kindness bestowed upon
someone undeserving thereof. Hence, undeserved favor,
especially that kind or degree of favor bestowed upon sinners
through Jesus Christ.3

An examination of the text indicates that God has a punishment
worse than physical death, as it was administered under the law of
Moses, for those who are guilty of willful sins. Expressing how serious
sinning willfully is, the writer of Hebrews says those who do so have:
1) "trodden under foot the Son of God,” 2) "counted the blood of the
covenant ... an unholy thing,” and 3) "done despite unto the Spirit of
grace” (Heb. 10:29). Let it be sufficient here to mention that the
"second death,” eternal condemnation in hell (Rev. 20:12-15), is far
worse than physical death. Jesus warned: "[F]ear not them which kill
the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Mt. 10:28).

In accordance with the definitions already stated, the Holy Spirit is
the One by Whom God's loving kindness and mercy are bestowed upon
man. Grace, as it is to be understood here, is God’s favor bestowed
upon those who are undeserving. God’s Word proves that man has
always depended upon God's grace. Certainly, sinful man could never
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do anything to earn or merit a right relationship, especially one where
there is communion with the One Who not only created him, but Who
sustains his life.
The Spirit Of God’s Grace In The Old Testament

Although the word “grace” is not found in the Bible until Genesis
6:8, God’s grace was evident in His relationship with Adam and Eve.
Not only did God create Adam and Eve, He created a beautiful place
for them to live.

[T]he Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he
put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made
the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of knowledge of good and evil ... And the Lord God took
the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die (Gen. 2:8-9,15-
17).

If this garden God built for man was not provided by His grace, what
had Adam done to deserve or earn it? We can certainly see God's grace
at work in His providing this home for man.

God put man in this paradise on earth and gave him only one
negative command. He told Adam and Even not to eat of the fruit of
"the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” As long as they obeyed
God they would continue to receive the benefits of His grace, their
home in the garden. Thus, the grace of God that Adam and Eve were
enjoying was conditional. It must be stressed that their obedience did
not negate the grace of God nor did it earn them a right to this home.
Because Adam and Eve rejected God's grace by eating of the forbidden
fruit, and therefore sinning, He drove them from the garden. Even so,
God again demonstrated His grace by promising a Savior Who would
overcome Satan. God told the serpent: "I will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel" (Gen. 3:15). Ultimately, that
magnificent prophecy of a Savior would show itself to have a universal
application and benefit for, just like Adam and Eve, "all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). Jesus is the Savior
of the world (1 Jn. 4:14).
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These same principles are seen in God's dealings with Noah. "Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord," (Gen. 6:7-8). The fact that Noah
"found grace in the eyes of the Lord" indicates that the blessings God
was going to give him were neither earned or merited. Noah lived in an
evil world. At that time, "God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually" (Gen. 6:5). God warned Noah of the
coming flood and commanded him to build the ark. In order to continue
to receive the benefits of God’s grace, Noah had to continue to obey
God. "Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so
did he" (Gen. 6:22). Thus, by God's grace eight souls were saved from
the flood in the ark that Noah built in obedience to the commandments
of God. They neither earned nor deserved their salvation, but it was
dependant on Noah obeying God and building the ark as he was
instructed. Although He is not mentioned in these passages, the Holy
Spirit, in the sense of being “the Spirit of grace” was at work.

2 Peter 2:5 says Noah was "a preacher of righteousness.” 1 Peter
3:18-22 teaches that Jesus preached, "by the Spirit" to those: "Which
sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing.” Therefore, "the
Spirit of grace,” through Noah's inspired preaching, was making God's
grace available to the disobedient and rebellious people who turned a
deaf ear to him for 120 years. How beautifully this correlates with
1 Peter 1:21, which says: " For the prophecy came not in old time by
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost." The Holy Ghost, the "Spirit of grace," moved Noah to
preach righteousness, i.e., the commandments of God (Ps. 119:172),
when he warned them by prophesying of the coming flood.
The Spirit Of God’s Grace In the New Testament

Prior to His betrayal by Judas, Jesus made several promises to the
apostles regarding the coming and work of the Holy Ghost, the "Spirit
of grace." He told them:

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you ...
But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness,
because ye have been with me from the beginning ... Howbeit
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when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come
(Jn. 14:26; 15:26-27; 16:13).

Christ’s promises to His apostles concerning the coming Comforter
were fulfilled at the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2).
On that day, the apostles "were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance"
(Acts 2:4). This means the "Spirit of grace" gave them the very words
they were speaking in foreign languages they had not previously known
or studied. Every word in the entirety of Peter’s recorded sermon (Acts
2:14-37, 38-40) was directly supplied to him by the “Spirit of grace.”
The words he was given lifted up Jesus and convicted the Jews of their
sin of crucifying the Son of God (Acts 2:37). It was the "Spirit of
grace" who inspired Peter to tell the lost Pentecostians: "Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins" (Acts 2:38).

The wonderful grace of God was offered to those Jews, many of
whom just days before had cried out for Jesus to be crucified. No
doubt, some of them had even mocked Him as He hung on the cross
dying for their sins. What could they possibly do that would earn or
merit forgiveness for this heinous crime against the God of Heaven and
His only begotten Son? The only answer for their sins was God's grace,
His favor, which is bestowed upon those who cannot earn nor deserve
it.

Since God is the one bestowing that grace, He certainly has the
right to set forth the conditions man must meet in order to receive the
benefits of His grace. The "Spirit of grace" gave the answer through
Peter. Those who heard and believed were told to "Repent, and be
baptized ... for the remission of sins.” When they complied with those
conditions, they had neither earned their forgiveness nor made void the
grace of God. They were simply obeying what God had commanded
them to do in order to receive the benefits of His grace—like Adam and
Eve and Noah had done. Furthermore, the Spirit reveals that God is
consistent as to how a man receives and maintains His grace. Those
who initially received God’s grace when they "were baptized" had to
continue "stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:41-42) in order to continue
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in His grace. They received God's grace by obeying His will and
continued in His grace by continuing to obey.

Through the inspired Word, the "Spirit of grace" reveals God's
offer of grace (which includes the conditions man must meet in order
to receive the benefits of His grace) for men living today. As Jesus
promised, the Holy Spirit gave the apostles the words they preached
and wrote. This He did to reveal God's grace and what men must do to
be saved by His grace. The “Spirit of grace” inspired John to write:

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name (Jn.
20:30-31).

The Holy Spirit, through the written Word of God, reveals to us that
we, like the Bible examples we have noted, are saved by God's grace
through faith which is consummated in obedience to His command-
ments.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them (Eph. 2:8-10).

How thankful we should be for the "Spirit of grace." He has
revealed to us the marvelous benefits of God's amazing grace and the
conditions God says we must meet in order to receive and maintain
those benefits. We can never deserve or earn the love God has shown
in giving His only begotten Son to die for our sins. However, by His
grace we can receive the benefits of His sacrifice, even that eternal
home in heaven, if we will obey His Word. "Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him" (Heb. 5:8-9).

FALSE DOCTRINE REGARDING LAW AND GRACE
It is commonly taught in the denominational church world that

“law” and “grace” are mutually exclusive. This is mostly due to the
influence of the Calvinistic doctrines which have been adopted by most
denominational churches. These doctrines pervert the Bible’s teaching
which centers around grace. One grievous error is to associate the grace
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of God with man's false teaching of "unconditional" grace. As
previously shown, the definition of the Greek word charis, translated
“grace,” does not include any reference to it being unconditional, as
some today want to use it. There is a tremendous difference between
grace being unconditional and it being undeserved or unmerited. For
example, consider how an inheritance works. Peter wrote:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To
an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you (1 Pet. 1:3-4).

Our eternal home in heaven is reserved for us as an "inheritance.” Even
in our corrupt society, when individuals leave an inheritance to others
they have the right to make the inheritance conditional. Yet, it still
remains an inheritance that was neither deserved nor earned when the
heirs have complied with the conditions of the will. This point is
mentioned in many different passages in the Bible. For example:

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us (Rom. 8:16-18).

The fact that we are "heirs of God" indicates He is the One giving the
inheritance. The phrase, "if so be that we suffer with him,” contains the
conditional "if,” as well as "the sufferings of this present time." Of
course, this relates to the sacrifices we make in this life as we serve our
Lord in accordance with His Word. “If” anyone is to receive an eternal
inheritance in Heaven, he must abide by the conditions stipulated in the
Last Will and Testament of Jesus Christ—i.e., the New Testament.
Otherwise, he will not receive that inheritance.

The false doctrine of "unconditional" grace has accomplished much
evil in the Lord’s church, as well as in the denominational churches.
Because this is so, some consideration needs to be given to the
Scriptures used by the false teachers in their futile efforts to support
their erroneous doctrines dealing with “grace” and “law.” A favorite
passage of those who teach the doctrinal error that “grace” and “law”
are mutually exclusive is John 1:17. In that verse, John the immerser is
quoted, saying: "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
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came by Jesus Christ." From this passage, false teachers want to imply
that there was law under Moses, but grace with Jesus. Does John 1:17
teach that there was no grace with Moses and no law with Jesus?
Certainly not! God's grace is evident in the Old Testament, before and
after the law of Moses was enacted. Recall that “Noah found grace in
the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8, emphasis added), long before the law
of Moses was given.

In the King James Version of the Old Testament the word “grace”
is mentioned twenty-eight times from Exodus 33:12 to Zechariah 12:1.
Besides that, many times the grace of God is demonstrated without the
word “grace” being in the context. For example, the cleansing of
Naaman of his leprosy was an act of God's grace, but the word “grace”
is not mentioned in 2 Kings 5, the record of that event.

Contrary to the false teachers’ claims, grace and the law of Moses
did co-exist. More than that, the law of Moses and grace actually
supported each other. This is seen in the fact that when the Israelites did
according to God's commandments contained in the law of Moses, they
were promised they would be blessed with God's grace.

Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A
blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your God,
which I command you this day: And a curse, if ye will not obey
the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of
the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods,
which ye have not known (Deut. 11:26-28).

False teachers also abuse John 1:17 by purposely glossing over or
ignoring that grace was not the only thing that "came by Jesus Christ.”
The Bible says, "grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

Is it not so like their father, the devil, to take from and add to the
Word of God in their vain attempts to support their false doctrines. In
John 1:17 they ignore the word "truth" (and its significance), while in
Ephesians 2:8 they ignore the word "faith” (and its significance).
Earlier, we saw that "law of the Spirit" and "the truth" and “the Word
of God” are synonymous expressions. It was also demonstrated that it
is the "law of the Spirit” that makes us "free from sin" when we obey
"from the heart that form of doctrine" (Rom. 8:2; Jn. 8:32; 17:17; Rom.
6:17). Understand this—the "truth" that "came by Jesus Christ" in John
1:17 is the "law of the Spirit.” Needless to say, this fact exposes and
destroys the false doctrine that “grace” and “law” are mutually
exclusive. The very verse they misuse to support their false teaching



394 The Law of the Spirit and the Spirit of Grace

actually teaches that "grace" and "the law of the Spirit" both "came by
Jesus Christ.”

Romans 11:6 is another verse the “grace only” false teachers abuse
in an effort to support their error. That verse states: "And if by grace,
then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it
be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work."
Again, wresting the Scriptures, the purveyors of error vainly strive to
make this verse teach that salvation is by “grace only” and that “works”
have nothing to do with it. Again, they refuse to take into consideration
the contextual meaning of the "works" under discussion in the verse.
Paul was writing about the remnant of Israel that were saved by grace.
Reading Romans 11:1-5 one can see that Paul included himself in this
"remnant" which was saved by "grace.” He wrote: "I say then, Hath
God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the
seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin" (Rom. 11:1).

Did Saul receive the "grace" of God without doing anything to
meet the conditions God had given? No! Recall that Saul still had his
sins three days after he believed in Jesus Christ, three days after he
repented of fighting against the Lord, three days after he confessed
Jesus as Lord, three days after he obeyed Jesus’ command to go to
Damascus where he would be told what he must do (Acts 9:1-19). After
those three days, Saul was still in his sins. Although he had met all the
other necessary conditions three days earlier, Saul did not receive
salvation by grace until he met the condition stipulated by Ananias,
who told him: "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). All
the remnant of Israel saved by grace must have met the same conditions
Paul did because, "God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him"
(Acts 10:34-35).

What about the "works" mentioned in Romans 11:6? The “works”
being discussed in this verse is a reference to the works of the law of
Moses. Paul is dealing with the fact that many of the Jews who had
rejected Jesus Christ were still trying to be saved by the “works”
contained in the law of Moses. This explanation is clarified in verse 7.
"Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for,” because justifica-
tion does not come by doing the works of the law of Moses (Gal. 5:4).
"[B]ut the election hath obtained it,” i.e., the remnant of the Jews had
been justified by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8). "[A]nd the rest were
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blinded,” i.e., the remainder of the Jews that rejected the light of the
Gospel (2 Cor. 4:4). Once again, "the truth,” rightly divided, not only
contradicts false doctrine of the “grace only” advocates, it refutes it.

If man is saved by grace only—without any obedience or condi-
tions established by God—no one will be in hell! "God is no respecter
of persons" (Acts 10:34). Therefore, if God saves one person by “grace
only,” He will save all mankind by “grace only” and no one will be
condemned in hell. This is where many of the so-called “grace only”
teachers cannot be consistent in their own doctrine. In view of Matthew
7:13 and other passages, the “grace only” apologists have to admit that
many will be lost. To explain the difference between the saved and the
lost, they say one has to believe in Jesus in order to be saved. When
they say that, they have departed from their own doctrine! If belief in
Christ is a condition of salvation, where is unconditional grace? Also,
it does not stop there. When a “grace only” proponent says that one
must believe to be saved, but that there is no “work” a man must do or
even can do to be saved, he gets himself into real trouble. Why?
Because Jesus said: “This is the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent” (Jn. 6:29). Thus, according to Jesus, “faith” is a
“work.” Since faith is a “work,” if there is no “work” a man must do or
even can do to be saved, one cannot be saved by faith. What a mess
false teachers, including the ones who teach “grace only,” get them-
selves into with their doctrinal error. They are often trapped in their
own deceitful words.

Brethren must be made aware that this false doctrine has made its
way into the church. Today, it is being proclaimed in many buildings
and programs bearing the name, church of Christ. Some have even
dropped that name, but many false teachers are within, hiding them-
selves in sheep's clothing while they seek to devour the flock of God
(Mt. 7:15). We must "earnestly contend for the faith" (Ju. 3) and make
every Scriptural effort to stop the mouths of false teachers (Tit. 1:11).
God’s faithful children are commanded to mark and avoid "them which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned" (Rom. 16:17).

UNITY OF THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT
AND THE SPIRIT OF GRACE

The Bible, God's inspired Word, plainly teaches that "the law of the
Spirit" and "the Spirit of grace” have an interdependent and mutually
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beneficial relationship. Contrary to the doctrine of Christ, man's false
doctrine teaches that they are diametrical opposites and mutually
exclusive. It is a simple matter to go to the Scriptures and demonstrate
the truth that “law” and “grace” are complementary.

Paul penned:
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things
speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man
despise thee (Tit. 2:11-15).

These five verses show that God’s law and His grace are not mutually
exclusive. Verse 12 says "the grace of God" is "teaching us.” This
action of grace associates it closely with law, especially when the
teaching it does directs us in the way we are to live our lives. In this
passage, "the grace of God" gives us directions that are negative
("denying ungodliness and worldly lusts”) and positive ("live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world”).

Those who contend that these are directions not commandments
need to remember that by definition a law is "a definite commandment
laid down by any recognized authority."4 Do the instructions given by
"the grace of God" in Titus 2:11-15 conform to that definition? Yes!
They are definite commands, both the negative and the positive, and
they are given with authority. Titus was instructed: "These things
speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority” (v. 15). Paul estab-
lished the authority for his writings when he said: "If any man think
himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor.
14:37). Thus, the recognized authority in Titus 2:11-15 is neither Titus
nor Paul, but God Himself. Those who contradict the teachings of these
verses are setting themselves against God. And, so it is with the false
teachers who erroneously say that “law” and “grace” are mutually
exclusive.

Inherent in Paul's instruction to Titus a “grace” and “law” connec-
tion is made. According to Paul, "grace" teaches us to deny "ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts." Giving encouragement to his readers, Peter
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assures: "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 1:3). Thus, "ungodliness" is
anything against, or contrary to, the things authorized by "his divine
power,” which is "the gospel of Christ" (Rom. 1:16), through which we
have "knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.” John
informs us regarding "worldly lusts.” He commanded: "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world" (1 Jn. 2:15-16).

Similarly, the positive instructions from "the grace of God"—to
"live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world"—are only
properly defined by "the law of the Spirit.” Peter incorporated a charge
with a warning, saying: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). This is a commandment to be watchful and resist
the temptations of Satan who desires to destroy the Christian’s
relationship with God. Regarding the connection between one’s living
"righteously," God’s Word and His commandments, the psalmist
declared: "My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy command-
ments are righteousness" (Ps. 119:172). The way to live "righteously"
is to obey God’s "commandments," the "law of the Spirit.” Living
righteously in Christ Jesus means that we discipline ourselves and live
the way He has authorized us to live. That is why Paul exhorted:
"[W]hatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus" (Col. 3:17). In these verses (and many others), “the Spirit of
grace” shows us that "the grace of God," "the law of the Spirit,” "the
truth,” "the gospel,” and God's "word" teaches us what we must do to
live the Christian life.

CONCLUSION
In conducting weddings, many Gospel preachers use Christ’s

admonition: "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder" (Mt. 19:6). That statement implies that man sins when he
separates that which God has joined together. Among many other
things in addition to marriage, that directive from Christ is applicable
to “law” and “grace.” Man dares not separate “the law of the Spirit”
and “the Spirit of grace,” for God's Holy Word shows that He has
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joined them together to offer His plan of redemption to man. Be not
deceived by the false teachers and their "good words and fair speeches"
(Rom. 16:18). Instead, let us faithfully "continue" (1 Tim. 4:16) in the
"law of the Spirit" (Rom. 8:2), "the truth" (Jn. 8:32), God's "word" (Jn.
17:17), as taught (Tit. 2:11-15) by "the Spirit of grace" (Heb. 10:29),
so that in the end we will have been "saved by grace through faith"
(Eph. 2:8).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 William Smith, Smith’s Bible Dictionary (Garden City, NY: Doubleday and
Company, 1983), s.v. “law.”
3 Merrill Tenney, The Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Publishing Company, 1967), s.v. “grace.”
4 Smith.
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